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"and Confeſſoz, 
Which was found after 620 Years Interment : 
AND 

Preſented to His Mot Sacred Ma- 
. jeſt, | King FAA MES the Second... 
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By Charles Taylour, » Gent. 


LONDON, 


Printed by & B. and are to be Sold by Raidal T; ajlor,” near 
I Stationers Hall, 1688: --. 
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'To © Kg! Moſt incl: 
Cate] es 


| Dread Sr, 


TExt to my Fathers Serving your. 
[ WW AMoft Sacred Majefties Royal 
Father of Glorious Memory, _ 1 
| hg ix of Cornet of Herje' im i 
liam Courtneys Regimen, | 
» all hu-Wars ageinſt bis Enemies, ; 
| breeding up bu Children tn: 2 
Principles of. Unſhaken Logalty. 'I 
Unnot but efteens it & great pars 0 
l £008. Heme to have been made 
e happy Inftrument of preſerving ſo 
Holy 7. Sacred a Forde ms fo 
| Crucifiz and. Gold-Chain of Ste. - 
FEdward. the ' (anfeſſor ſeem to be : 
nd the qr an * COP of lay- 


F. 2 ing 


 ing:thim- at your "Majeſfhes feet. Au 
whereas your Majeſty *was then pleaſed 


: the ſame with ſome kind of b-: 
| ſatufattion, ſo I humbly beſeech 'ybug 
moſt Sacred” Majefty to pardon, bY" 
preſumption - of - giving your . Majeſty. i 
the trouble: rh "a further account | 
that Aion, thenat that preſent I toull 
recolle# or call to mind, ani that the: 
Aemory thereof may not be loſt to Poſte- f 
rity ; Which- is the humble "requeſt of, | 


OO > RY EL 
.. £3 Moſt Faithful, 
=  Obidien, and 
| 


"+0 accept 


HT "+ I. ib 


_.: Loyal Subjett, 
*. and Servant, | 


Charles Taylour. 


C RU E TY PERFE CT 


NARRATIVE 


. Of the Strange and Unexpected 

finding” the Crucifir and. Gold-Chain 
"of Sr. Edward the King and mer” 
flor, Oc : 


| 0: Kin and ſo various have been the 
k Relations and Reports, -concerning- the 
BLIF finding and diſpoſing of theCrucif and 
. Gold-CH in of St. Edward the King 
| fd: "To 2; and thoſe fo' fabulous 'and 
© fncertainy withall ; That in Honour to Truth, 
| LR the miſe nform'd' World, and to 
fatiofy'> the *curioſity as ' well as importunity 
} ef "iy Friends, "I think © my ſelf under: arr 
FL | Obligation 


—_-- - 


Obligation to ſer forth this plain Narrative 


-of the matter of Fa, from whom all athey#: 


( tho' never ſo- Erroenous ) pretend to' haveſſ®Þ: 


i:. In order thereunts: ( to avoid confuſion, 
prolixity, and what is worle,. Tedious Pream- 


bles, and digrelfions -) I ſhall take rhis-ſhort 4 


Method to perform it. | 
7" In'the fitlt place, Iſhall pivean actount d 
fome things previous ( of What went before]. 
m order to - therdiſcoyery.. '- 71 
* "Secondly, the deſcription of the 
from whence” thefe things were 4 


plage ini 


- ' Thirdly; the miannerof finding'(amd\ ſecuring. 


the ſame, the diſpoſing thereof, and: preſent: 
ing them to his preſent Majeſty. | 


- Fourthly,. an Exact deſcription..of the L : 
e fo ; 


Cxucifix and Chain with other depend 


| And lefty, rows material. Remarks, and 


Hiſtorical Obſervations on the; whale. For the 


firſt, you are to underftand 'thar belund che 


. High-Altaror back of the Communion-Table; 
in the 4bby-Church” of Sr. Peters-Welts 


 minller there are two doors, one on the righs 
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and 
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All: which ( as heretofore) was likewiſe per- 
formed at the'Solemn and Happy Coronation | 
of our Royal Sovereign -his preſent Majeſty, 
King James the Second, and his moſt. excel- 
tent Conſort our Gracious Qzeen Mary, whom 
God grant "long and happily to Reign here, 
and Eternally in Glory hereafter. . ' — 
In the midſt of the aforeſaid Chappel of 
St. EDWATD there is a very lofty and No- 
ble Tomb ſtill remaining, built-- after the 
manner of a Shrine, and for which intent it 
was erefted by King- Henry the Third. "The 
Baſe ( placed on a very: curious floor, inlade . 
with all ſorts' of fine coloured Agars and 
Marbles.) raiſes it ſelf about ſhe or-Seven 
foor from ' the Payement, ſupported at each 
corner by twiſted, or Serpentine -Pillars, and 
the: whole Compoſire of Moſaick Work. 
(Tho! 'of late much injured and defaced by 
picking out the coloured Glaſs and: Stones ) 
On the North - and South-ſide. hereof are 
three Niches. or Arches, -with one at the 
Eaſt-end, ſo ordered .and contrived that the 
Sick and Infirm -might here repoſe without 
: offence. 
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offence. or injury to each other : 'On this, as 
'  @ pedeſtal, {for it : is ſolid thronghout Y* is 
'2 more Sumpruous Cabinet or Repoſetory made 
of Wainſcort hojlow within, (and formerly | 
covered with plates of Gold and Silver with- it 
- out) but at' preſent nothing remains. but the * - | 
| Wooden-frame 'or Casket only. Within this 
Hollow place or Caverne. then it was that I 
have often obſerved (by the help of a Lad- 
_ der) ſomething reſembling a Coffin made of 
ſound, firm, and ftrong Wood, and bound 
about with bands of 'Iron, and - during the 
Eighteen. years I have belonged to the Quire 
_ of this Church, ic was a common "Tradition 
among . us that therein were depoſited the 
Body or Remains of Holy King Edward 
the Confeſſoy — 
Now it happen'd not long after the Corona- 
tion- of their Preſent Majefties, that the afore- 
ſaid Coffen or Cheſt was:found to be broke, ' and 
an hole niade upon the upper Lid thereof, over 
againſt the Right Breaſt, about fix Inches long 
- 3hd four broad, ſome eſteeming it an Accident, 
(thro''the Careleſneſs and Neglect of the Work- 
IF EO | B 2 | men 


- 
- 
" . = 


p_— 


men in remoying the: Scaffolds): others thoughe 


# done out of Deſign ; but bet the one' 6r the 
. other, thus it continued for almoſt ſeven Weeks; 


and often viewed by divers ofthe Charch' be- 
fore it was my good: Fortune'to go thither; 
when (on St. Barnaby's Day, In the Year of 


our Lords Incarnation One Thouſand Siz Hun- 


 dred Eighty and Five) 1- met with two Friends, 
C between Eleven and Twetve of the Clock 
after Morning Service ) who told me they were 


going to ſeethe Tombs, ſo I went along with 


them, Informing them that there was a Report 
that the Coffin of St. EDWArd the King and 
Confeſſo2z was "broke; and- coming to the 


place, I was deſirous. to be ſatisfied of the 


Truth thereof : In order thereunto, I fetched 
a Ladder, lapkt upon the Coffr, and found 


all things anſwerable to the Report; And 


putting'my hand into the hole, and turningthe 
Bones ( which I felt there) I drew from under- 
neath the Shoulder-Bones a Crucifir richly a- 
dorned and enamelled, and a' Gold Chatn 
of four and twenty Inches long, 'unto which'it 
was affixed, the which I immediately fhew'd 
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tomy: two Friends, : they being as much ſur- 
pnzed and equally admired: the ſame as m 
felf. . But: was afraid to take them away with 
me, 'tll fuch:time-I: had acquainted the Dean, 
as the. Governour: 'and. Chief Drrector of our 
Church ; And thereupon I put them into thg 
Coffin again, with a full Reſolution to inform 
him. But the Dean not being to be ſpoke 
with at that time, and fearing this Holy Trea- 
jure might- be - taken thence by. ſome other 
Perſons, and ſo concealed by converting it to' 
their, own uſe, I went .( about two or three 
hours after ) to one- of. the Quire, and ac- 
| quainted him. with what I-had found, .who 
[immediately accompanied me back. to the 
Monument, and from whence 1- again . drew 


the aforeſaid Crucifiz and Chain® and ſhew'd 


WE them him who beheld them with admiration, 


preſently adviſing me ro keep them *cill I 
ſhould gain an opportunity to ſhew: thei to 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter our Dean ;. ſo-1 kept 
them far the ſpace .of three Weeks and five - 
days, as having no opportunity ' in+ all -that 
time to: ſpeak with . him, by reafoa of+his 
y el DE; . UNCETITAMA . x 
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_ uncertain reſidence, being ofren in the Coun: 
try, and when jn "Town [ſo 'taken-up with 
the affairs of Parkament that I was nor willing 
co diſturb bim:; In: the mean time, 'hearin 
that his Grace . Fobn ( late Lord Arch-Biſhop g 

York, and my ever: honoured | good : Lord) 
was come to Town, 1I- went to pay my 
Duty -and Reſpe&s to him and. fhew'd . him 
_ the Crucifiz and Chain, -who looked upon 
them as great: pieces of Antiquity, ( for ſo he 
was pleaſed to call-them ) ſhewing them with 
admiration. to the reft of his Family, and. 
ordered me to wait upon him the next Mor- 
ning, for he deſigned that: I ſhould go along 
with him to Lambeth-Houlſe, chat his Grace 
of Canterbury "might have a ſight thereof: iſ 
Accordingly my Lord Arch-Bijhop of York car- il 
[ried me thither, and when I had produced 
them, and his'Grace had well viewed and per- 
uſed them, the expreſs'd the like conceptions 
of them as my Lord of. Tork had ' done be- 
fore, Viz. That the' whole was a very great 

piece of - Antiquity; After this; (having chele i 

things ſ6 long by me) I: procured Rr , 
IRE ENT alter 
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Maſter. in Drawing and Limning, to take an - 
exact-. draught. thereof, according to the full 


dimencions with the Reverfe, Figures, and o= 


ther adornmenes, che which I have now by 
me. About the ſame time that. Induſtrious 


and Judicious Antiquary Sir Wiliam Dugdale, + 
Late ' Garter © Principal King at Arms, was 
pleaſed to give me a.viſic, and told me how 


his Grace the Lord Arch-Biſhop of- Canterhury 


had-inform'd him of a wreat- Rarity I had in 


my poſſeſſion, and named it, defiring more- 
over that he might have a- fight thereof, with - 


whoſe requeſt I: willingly ' complyed, - telling 
me likewiſe that he would make ſome re- 


marques thereon. | 


| Lord Biſbop of Rocheſter, and Dean of Weſt- 
| minſter, dining at his Grace the Lord Arch- 
| Biſhop of Canterburys ; His Grace was pleafed 


to declare to his Lordſhip what he had ſeen, 


concerning theſe Things, and to inform him 
| how they were ſtill in my Poſſeflion, ſo that: 


* 


- upon. his Lordſhips return to the Abby thar 


atternoon about four of the Clock, 1 was _ 
ſor, 


res, Lg og 
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'$ ' for, who immediately :took mie along with. 
_ him'to. Whitehall, that .I might preſent this 
-' Sacred Treaſure to the King ; and being. no 

ſooner introduced. into his Majeſties Cloſer; 
| ( where I. had the Honour to Kiſs his Royal 
Hand ) but upon my knees. I deliveted them 
with my own hands tro him, which his 
Moſt. Sacred Majeſty was. pleaſed to accept 
_ with much SatisfaQtion, .and having given 
him a further account. how. the -remains of 
" the body of that Holy King was, and opened 
the Croſs in his preſence, I withdrew, leaving 
them ſafe as being now in his Royal *pok 
ſeſhon. EE JE, or 
jj At the time, when I took out of the 
Cofhn the aforeſaid Croſs. and Chain, 1 drew 
. the Head- to the hole, and view'd -it, being 
very . ſound - and firm, with. the upper and 
nether Jaws whole. and full of Teeth, with 
a liſt of Gold: above an: 'Inch broad 'in the 
nature of a Coronet, ſurrounding the 'Tem- 
ples : There was alſo in the Coffin white- 
Linnen, and Gold-colour'd flowr'd-filk, that 
look'r indifferent freſh, but- the -leaft-- ſtreſs 
230 | 7 put. 


C22); | 
put, thereto ſhew'd ir was well nigh periſh'c ; 
There' were all his Bones, and much duſt 


_ likewiſe, all which: I- left «s I found, taking 


_ only thence along with me the Cruciftz and 
Gold-Chain, Flis Majeſty . was pleaſed ſoon 
after this diſcovery, to ſend to the Abby, to 
take care that- no damage were 'done to the 
- Coffin,”and ordered it to be incloſed in a 
new one, of an Extraordinary ftrength and 
- goodnels, each, planck kwing ewo Inches thick, 

and joyn'd together with large Iron wedges, 
where it- now remains as a Tefiimony of his 
Pious Care that no abuſe might be offered 
to thoſe Sacred Aſhes. 

To ſet forth theſe Things in their proper co 
{Jours, ' and to deſcribe the ſame, ſo that the Eye 
of the mind may be brought down to bave a 
zuft apprehenſion of them, I will not, with 
my . weak Judgment, pretend to undertake : 
Yet having. them ſo long in my poſſeſſion, 
and: viewing them ſo often with delight, I 
will .endeavour what I. can. to give you the 
deſcription of them. :For the Chain, it was 
four and twenty Inches long, compleart; all.o 
pure 


: ASS}: ; 
ate Gold, the | Links oblong, and :Cutronfly 
Wrought : The upper pat. whereof-{ to lye | 
in the Nape of the Neck-)-was of 2 rOge- 
ther by a Locket, Compoſed-of a large- round. 
| Nebb of Gold, Mafly, and in Circumference 
as big as a Mild-fhilling, and half an Inch 
thick : Round this went- a.Wyer, and v2 the 
Wer about half a dozen Iitile Beads, hanging 
looſe, and running too and again, on the ſame, 
all "of pure Gold, and finely wrought. On 
each -fide of the Lockett were feet two large 
ſquare 'red Stones ( ſuppoſed ts be Rubies. ) 
From each ſide of this Lockett, faxed to two 
Rings of Gold, the Chain deſcends, and 
meeting below, paſſes thro” a ſquare - piece | 
of Gald of a convenient bigneſs, made hol- 
low for the ſame purpoſe ; This Gold wrought 
into ſeveral Angles was painted with diyers 
Colours, reſembling ſo many Gemms or preci- 
ous Stones, and to which the Crucifix was 
joyned, yet to be 'taken off ( by the help of 
a Screw) at pleafure, For the Form of the 
Croſs, it comes nighefſt to that of an Hu- 
mettee flory among the Heraulds, or _ 
| the 
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(13) 
the. Botony, yet the pieces here are. got of 
equal , length, the dire or perpendicular. 
beam being nigh one -fourth part longerthen 
the traverie,, as being four. Inches to the . ex- 
tremities, . whilſt the other ſcarce . exceeds 
Three : yet all of them neatly trura'd at the 
ends, and the. Botons Enamelled with Figures 
thereon. : The Croſs it ſelf is -of the fame 
Gold with the Chain, but then ir exceeds 
it by its rich Enamell, having on one ſidethe - 
Picture of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt in. his 
Paſſion wrought thereon, and an eye from a- 
bove caſting a kind of beams upon” him : 
whileſt on - the reverſe of the ſame Croſs is 
- Piftured a Benedictine Monk in his habit, and 
on each fide of him theſe Capital Roman Let- 
ters :. on the right limb thus, 
(A) 
EZ AX 
PR 
And onthe left thus, 
P 
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This 'Crols is hollow, and .to be opened by: 
two little Screws towards - the top, wherein. | 
it is. preſumed” ſome Relique' might | have 
been: conſerved. The whole. being a piece; 

' not only .of great Antiquity, 'but of admira- 
ble Curioſity: . And I look upon this: Acci- 
dent as a' great part of my good Fortune, to 
be made the mean Inftrument of their .diſ- 
covery and preſervation. Se 

For Remarques upon . the foregoing relati- 
on I ſhall offer but two to your 'confidera- 
tion : . Firſt, ſome Obſervations concerning 
the time when theſe Holy Things were fart 
found, and when. delivered: to his preſent 
MajeSty : And Secondly, how this - diſcovery 
agrees with Antiquity and thoſe who have 
Writ concerning . the Depoſition, Interment, and 
Tranſlation of this Saints Body, together with 

- the _ a his Canonization, and —_ 
ing the ona ery and Abby-C urch o : 
Sf, Peters-wWWeſtminſter.-. 0 which 
laſt Obſervations, I muſt here own my (elf 
indebted to my very worthy Friend Mr. Hen. 
Keepe, who was pleaſed to favour me -, 

Es ar 


E- (15) On, 

; | far as to- oblige. me with this ſhort abſtra & | | 
| from-his large Hiſtory of this Abby's Me- — | 
| 

| 


js a 
_- For the 'firſÞ-:it is highly. remarkable, that 
| it ſhould: happen on that day whereon the 
late Rebellion began in the Weſt; and much a- 
bout the Same Hour in the afternoon hen 
they landed, - that I ſecured. them, - being on 
the Eleventh day of Fune, -and Thurſday in 
Whitfon.w2eck. But much. more Obſervable 
were the delivery of them to his Majeſty : ic 
being at a time, and on a day when all | 
_ people ſtood in ſuſpence how that great point 
would be decided, when ( as a molt happy 
Omen and Forerunner of the Good News which 
came within tew hours after, that his Maje- 
ſties- Forces had gain'd an. entire yi&tory over 
his Enemies): I humbly preſented the ſame 
to. his- moſt Sacred MajeSty, being on the. Sixth 
'day of-Zuly following : notwithſtanding I had 
endeavoured to:. have done it. before ; . but 
through ſeverall unexpected interruptions, was 
diſappointed of my intent till then : So that 
Heaven «feems-more to have had the condut 
FR Pe, = mn 
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" thaveof chen -bare chanoe or caſualty, 


© - As:: for. this Holy, «and. Religious "King 


. Edward the Confeſſsz, he was 'the 'Se- 


Mat. Weſt, 
Po 202. ; 


Hen, Hun- 
tingd. Hitt, 
Lib. 4. 


verith' Soa of Kmg Etheldred,' by Emma his 
Second Wife, Daaghter of. Richard the Second, 
Duke of Normandy : And during: the Invaſion 


and Pofſeflion of this Land, : by che Cruel 


and Inhumane. Danes, he together with his 
Brethren were conveighed by their Mother = 
into Normandy, .and there remain'd until their 
Tyranny -and Oppreſſion were over-paſled 
During which ſpace ( all his Elder Brothers 
being dead,” and the Danes at length- uteerly 
deftroy'd or expell'd the Kingdom ) He was 
by the Unanimous and Joynt conſent of the 
Nobility and Gentry of this: Realm ſent. for, _ 
and. Proclaimed their Lawfull King wand Go- 
vernor, ſuitable to the many Propheſies and Re- 
velarions declared heretofore concerning him. 
Coming therefore ( according) te; the Exigence 
of the rimes J bur with. a-fmabll Retiane into 


Ingulph-HiR, England, he was Crown'd at QUieUmiaſter, 


P.'49SI. 


Jo. Brompton 


as ſome Authors have it (tho? others {lay it 


Biſhop 


Chro, Pe 955 Was at Winchefter J; by ? -Gadf4s, Avlh- 
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Biſhop of Canterbury, and 4rfrie Ares at. wet: 
bo of - Pozk,' on Pe Cn Ve be ve | 
in the Year of pur Lord: God; One Thoufand g:0h. ng. | 
Forty and Three ;' Granting uoto the ſaid Yhhy ** £2: 
of weſtminſter that from thenceforth when- * 
 ſoever himleth, 'orany of his way ner Kings : | 
of England, ſhould wear their Royal Diadems | | 
in thar Church, that. the Precentor of the ſame, _ | 
ſhould receive, at the hands of the Kings She- _ 
iff, half a Mark of Silver, and the. Covent 
One ' hundred 'Simnells, or Waſtel-Cakes of 
the fineſt Flower, tozether wirh Sixty four. 
Gallons of the beſt Wine, in commemoration 
Lihenogke:<f-_ - 
| The-Kyung being thus placed on the Throne 
of bis Anceſtors in Peace, and recolle&ing 
what. had paſſed in his former Exile, Two 
things mor? eſpecially. offered themſelves to 
his conſideration. Firſt, how thoſe Vows and 
Promiſes he had then made in caſe of bis Re- L 
fauration, raight be performed to his Satisfa- '\ 
tion; And Secondly, how ſuch wholeſome i 
and binding Laws might be Inſtituted, as not 
only to. ſecure the Freedom and Tranguillity 
0 


__ (8) 
af his Fubjefs during his-own time, but fo TI 
ture Ages. The laft' of 'theſe he -commirted 
to. the. care and prudence of 'his great Countil, 
to ſee Effefied, which were-ſo happily accom- 
pliſhed, that even to this day they: bear-the 
Aired Abbas game of Df EDWATCDS. Laws; ; The baſis 


Rievalz de 
vita S. Bdw. and foundation whereon all ' our other "Laws 


Mi 
I gp depend, and which the Princes: 6f this Realm 
ry 2 yronee WWF" £3 Coronation-Oaths - oblige -themſelves 


Angl. legibu 


edi. per 4-to obſerve: As to his Vows ſome had reſpe& 


36. to the publique, others more\' immediately re- 


 *Hea.Spelman 


 Concil, Tom. lated to. himſelf. *For what * belonged to him- 
_*-P-619 ſelf he preſently 'performed upon his firſt a- 
-ſcending the Throne ;; But what concerned the 
Publique, took up farther time of deliberati- 
on; among the reſt he had Solemnly-under- 
rook, that as ſoon as he had ſettled his King- 
domin peace, to Vifit' the Holy See, to go to 
Rome, to -perform Tome ſer devotions at" the 
Rations' i in that City, and thereto repoſe him- 
ſelf for a time.  But-this was found-'a-mat- 
ter of that Conſequence (that notwithſtand- 
ing his whole inclination 'and--"fixt reſolution 


.to effect he yet at length-he was over-per- 
| ſwaded 


— : (19) 
faxded*by the —kies of the Nobility, and 
| Tears of his People to decline it, at leaſt 
"ill ſuch time they might ſend to the then . 
| Biſhop of- Rome ſuch Perfora of Worth and Nico.nzrps: 
; | Learning that might lay the Caſe, with all 39% mi. 
\ | the Inconveniences ſeriouſly . before him, and 75: »:8: 
| to have his Reſolution thereon : which was 
| done; and: that with ſuch cogent Renee On mn 
and convincing Arguments, that the deſigned 1 Dh 6+" 
| Journey was Diſpenſed' with: Yet in lieu” 
| thereof, he was. enjoined to' beſtow what 
| B Money he had laid up towards the Expence 
| of that Voyage on the Poor, Miſerable and 
Indigent; And moreover as a further Re- 
| membrance thereof, ro Ere& ſome New, or 
Repair ſome Old C hurch and Monaſtery to the 
= ZHonour. of St. Peter. All which the King 
| moſt readily . embraced, and: . immediately 
| Ppitch'd. upon 'the. Reſtoring of the. Monalte- 
- aud Church of Df, Peters Weſt- 
fr. . In. Order thereunto he. decimated 
| al his Revenues, ſer Workmen to pull aps; _ 
FF Old; and. to: ere; a New Charcd .C 
ys from the. Good: = in place. nar -re- 
3 paired 


ee Gen oo et 


(20) 
paired the' Offices 'of -the Ruined ably, filz 
led 'the ſame with - Monks, 'and ſettled a. 
corhpetent- Reyenue'ts ſuſtain them.” Bit ſee- 
_ the: ſtability of Humane Aﬀairs 1: No-ſooner 
was this Work brought - to perfection, and 


' -.. the. day of Holy | Intovents in the Year of our 
| Lord :One Theufand: Sexty 'dnd*5t#,, prefixed 
1. © forthe Solemn: Dedication-of: the Chorcbs, "Biit 
+ - the Kitdg: fell fickon Chriſemds-Day preceding, 
17+-*:and rb wriilg. -worke \and--Wworſe, on the:.day 
following: he! was iſcatce-able to ſtaly bur the 
Soltemitty::'10f ;,;High-Miaſd.;: being - d-from 
thence” 40: hit. Chamber,';and taking his Boy, 
the next day his-Life was deſpaired-of ; 
that: Dbſnunde: is Will, Received; and: En . 
red binnſelf.&40\ His: departare. rUatuche \ ſane 
time. beſtowitig ſeveral. Gifts and RewardFon, 
certaih Palmers or Pilgrims that carne from far 
Joh. . Bromp-OO Meer chin 3. Ando: the Abbot of Wieſt on: 
9” er delienad of Bing Wyetarncd Piet thy Se 
"John. ) to be. iperpetiially preferved armnanp 
che Reliques of that Chirdh. . The -day. fol-- 
Jowinp, Chet: very. weak; he did: his: :entea» - | 
yeur:to- be Aiſiftarkt ac the iPompous:iDedica- 


tion 


(21) 
tion of .his 'New- Church ; but Nature, now 
almoſt. ſpent in him,- deprived- him of chat - 
Satisfa6tion -* So. that being in'his Bed, he-had ak 
no more ftrength left Fa fo Sig his three Avg. Tong: 
Charters of. Privileges; - Donations, and;, Con= jien.Speiman 
firmations, which: he beſtowed thereon... And C4. Tom. 


1,PrOCharTt.S. 


thus languiſhing.” rilb.'rwo days afrer. the Cir ones 
cumciſion, f he fell into 7.4: Trance,. became wat.Parisp.3 


untill tbe Eve of the Epiphan Clin 2 Hen, Hunz 
when reviving: —_ Natl hs "Obief: of 5. TO 
s "oe 'he began-'to- declare 3 Hit. p. 

what had. heen revealed to him. concerning 230. 
the facure State of the Kin dom during the'time 
of: his: PRs : At cheend of iy ret vonro 

ently repoling *his Head -on- his” Pillow, he, ... : 
Lara Cher he had Reigned 23 Years, Six ares 
| Months and 27 Days ) —- Sorrowfull pou po _—_ | 
| mehtations - of RR can: beheld -him, -and 29"-Þ- 438 
exedcding oirief': \of-alD his Bubjedts, -who-ſooh 

afrer- foundihis-\Prediftions: - verified: in the 
diſmal \eFfecs:'of War and: Bloud-ſhed, which rut ba 
—_— 4d Wl 1 Sox V.i OLIN ery n tt n\ 

'* All ER now - S—_ for - bis Y 


.-.-. onal 


X | (zz) RY. 
ited: Abbas neral Rites, 7/8 Bogy. waſhed and Embalmed 

vita & dlirac. With ſweet” ſcenting Odors, and: Aromatique 
Bees Spices; rapped in- White and ' Precious Lin- 
:nen, and thoſe covered with Rich and - Coſtly 
Veſtmgpts:; a: Coronet” on his Head, a Crucifiz 

on his Breaſt, and other Regal Enſ1gns of Ma- 

" *7eſty; all which, together with the Corps, 
were placed in a Stone Coffin, | made after 

the Faſhion of thoſe Elder Times, hollow 

© within, according to' the Shape of a Man, 
Vis. Wigorn.and Covered with a loſe Lidd of the ſame 
Rog: Hoved: Stones, Which the day following his Ext, 
——_ ( viz.-.0n the Epiphany or Feaſt of Kings) was 
Pp.  .Tranſlated to: his. New Church, and there, ac- 
cording to his Deſire before -his Depaiture, 

-it was depoſited. with all the Ceremonies and 
Grandeur futable to the Quality of the Per- 

| ſon and the Occaſion. © | | ES. 

-. » As this Holy and Religious Prince: had, 
during his Life time, 'Cared many moft- Inve- 
terate and Malignant Diftempers, efpecially 

| Brenpa3or thoſe who had any extraordinary Glandailes, 
or hard Swellings in their Necks or Throats; 
. fo. after his Death, People affeQted: with: the 


like, 


(23). 


like Diſeaſes, coming to his Tomb, ſeveral re- 


Food Hs thereby. The Fame whereof, 


drew. many-to-pay a kind of Inferiour De- 
yotion to his Memory; Among the reſt, that 
good-. Biſhop. of Wozeeſter thy, Pious 
Wulftan was none of. the leaſt : AnFwhen 
Wiliam Surnamed the Conqueror took Poflel- 
ſion - of this Land,. turning out the Old 
Engliſh to make way for his New. Normans, 
having already made. Lanfranc his Coun- 


- DJINN__ Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury it ,jr-s. attas 
the room. of .Sbigand ... and ſtill placing -naragdgts 


. ſome, and diſplacing others 5 having the For- 
mality of a «National Synod to Countenance 
and Confirm the ſame. This Wuiſtan was 
likewiſe - Cited ; where it. was objefted a-. 
gainſt him, That he was UHlitterate, Inſuffi- | 
cient, and Unworthy to bear ſo great and 
weighty a Charge. as: that of a Biſhop ; and 
withall that- he. had mjſ-behaved: himſelf 
therein; being admoniſhed to. refign up his 
Paſtoral Staff and Ring, and. to le#ve the. 
fame to the: Kings diſpoſal. The Goad Od - 
*Manz concerned at_"theſs Proceedings, . took 
nds RR upon: 


— - 
- 
. 


 tuch-. 


(24) 
upon "kin ao; unaifual boldneſs, and ſtanding 
up, acknowledged: that he: was indeed. un- 
worthy ſo great. Honour, unfought, and -un- 
lookt for by him; 'yer as- for the diſcharge 
of .his Duty ' thexrin;, his- behaviour: had been 
iat no:man with any Honeſty or Ju- 
ſtice - coals! -either - tax or: :blemifh-;z- And 
whereas the: had: received 'thoſe Enfigns: of his 


-Function- from ſo Knowing: and | ſo- Glorious 


_«. Prince as Kifttg EmWard, he would de- 
liver ''thetm. to".none tot; bit; And fo de- 


parting the Councel, came” t0 tus Maſters 


| —_ where he” depoſited- his; Crofter with 


profoundeft humility imaginable; expreſ- 


ts zag "his? Candition: with:.\much -veherneney 


and concern ; at laſt condnding, that itiwould 
pleale- Almighry: God-.ſo to: make manifeſt his 


Innocence,” that That «Paſtoral Staff -might bs 


"Nova legend,” 


Angl. in vita 


delivered: tei noge- bat thoſe who Tere Wortr 
66 itsDhe lice Bifbbp, wind; ret ting 


-S, Wulſtani. enformed; Df: alt: bo je henley ſent 


Lau. ſurius = 
29 pn invita 


IT 
au, per Ja- 
bd wat. 


* for the Or *: bud ke <hat-efnio ii 
PO nd-4t* the iPruch: wo] 
_— Aud, \® Lend" and: 


Bil 


| —- (25) y 
Biſhop, Gumuifus of Rochefter: by 
Name, . was Deputed to aſcertain. the Truth, 
which... likewiſe , he - Confirmed : . At which, 
the King, iis Nebles, the Popes Legat, the 
; Arch-Biſhops, .and Biſhops, with others there 


Aſſembled, admiring, all came to fee the Won-- 


deriie Arci-Biſbop faxſt' atterapting to diſplace 


«burn vain ; audafter many frniceſs-endea- 


vours of others, Wttiftan was entreated by the 
_ King roattempr-:It ;; who no, Joonet toucht. #/e 
Paſtoral #inffgn;\but it fell as 46; were, of it 
| 'tate:his, hands, Upon: which the: King 
wich all there preſent caſt. themſelves. at: his 


Nicol.-Harps- 


field Hiſt, 
Angl. Ecclef, 


P, 219: 


feet, brgg'd, his. excuſe; for the Injury. they = 
bad: idohe os, and: that::he would: 'givechem 


his 'Bldfling ::\. But the: Good.ald*! Many 6're- 
come with {tuch Condefcention, fell. likewiſe 
on his: Knees, .embraced: the King, and: the 
xt of the-Company, _ ani; heartily: 4argave 
| them. © This was.:the occaſion. thati Wailiam 


' the. Congueior ever after bare ſa great a Ves - 
neration for his Kinſman andi Biededeflor; 
Infomnch :i that from ' thenteforth "che '' Com + 


manded the Coffin«to be: Inflrined, and" thut 


Shrine 


Silver, and 


- 
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Shrine jo be covered with Plates of Gold and 
farther Richly Adorned with 


Pearls and Precious - Stones, which -was- re- 


Aired Abbas Maining entire and undefaced 'in the time 


'Rieval ; 


vita & Mira, 


of 'Lau-entius Abbot of Weſtminſter, about 086 


Sw Edw. P. hundred. Years after. 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 


Six.and thirty Years after this, when Gilbert 
Surnamed Cyiſpin was Abbot of Weſtmin- 
ſer, certain Diſcourſes and Arguments aroſe 
among'the Monks, concerning the Corrupta- 
bility, or-incorruption 'of this Kings Body: 
So that "to ſatisfic their Guriofity, 'the Abbot 
was reſolved upon ani jon : Mihi_os 
Gumuifus "Biſhop Rocheſter, for- 
merly. mentioned, may. now 'very Antient, 
with other Petſons-of great Credit ahd -Gra- 
vity were "invited : And coming with ,might 
expeCations -to the Tomb, the Shring nod, 
and the upper Lidd : of the Stone=Cofhr 
moved, ſuch 4 __—_ Odbar proceeded . from 
thence, that: it. feented the; wholeiChurch ; 
they beheld the upper Veſtments that covered 
the Body as fr pv 0 as if prank put-on : he 
Hands, "the Arms, the \Joynts 6f the Fingers 


and 


+ 


(27) 
and Toes,. as plyant, and Sapple, as but lately 
deprived of Life 4 the Fleſb retaining a lively 
and beautifull Vigeur as if animated again : But 
the Face being covered with an extraordinary Co- 
vering none e would venture to uncover the ſame, 


nirig ad of ſounuſual a , GE th that ns 
were all Scrook with admiration ;  wherefore 
with” great ' reverence they cover d- it dgatn; 
| changin; the former Veſtments, and putting or 0-- 
 thefs of aj price; Incenſing the Corps, and: 
laying onthe'cover,they all departed with great 

Aion, ſeeing they found things ſo ſuirable 
To —_ deſires and expeRations. 


'In:..the Year | 1163. [Thomas of Beckett W. Thorn. 


< afterwards St. Thomas,” ' Arch-Biſhop of Gnep 
Canterbury out of-a peculiar devotion-to ' this 
pious Princes 'memory by. the Kings Inter- 
ceffion, and at his 'own 'Expence, | procured of 


Pope Alezander the Third his Canonization,', g,. 


which was Solemnized after this manner. "The 
| E Uſuall: 


(28) 
 Laur.Sorias YIſuall Ceremonies - having paſſed at Rome, and 
Confeſl; cum the Apoſtolick Letters returned. by -thoſe: who 
mani, 2 were ſent. to procure- therts; ;\\ Lawreritins, 
' who was then Abbat of Weſtminſter, recei= 
ved: orders. to convocate many reyerend and 
venerable perſons, - as well Biſhops, as Abbots ; 
Noblemen, 'as-athers, 'to his Church 'of Weſt- 
ounfier, and there publiquely' to. 'read the. ſaid: 
Letters, - or Breyes to the aſſembly ; he accord 
ingly performed the ſame, to: the well liking 

and xejoycing of all thoſe who'were preſenc ar 
their publication; Bur for. as much: as the Kings 
Affairs detained him-at this time in Normandy, 
and his preſence thought extreamly- neceſ- 
ſary to . theconſummation' of ſo. grand a Cere-- 
mony as the Tranſlation would be; . it was de- 
ferred 'till his artivall in England almoſt two 
years after ; .unto whom, - the 'Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury., the - Abbot of WeStminfter, 
with . ſome others applying themfelves to: 

know his Royall' Pleaſure therein ; He at length 
wholly left . the ſame to the Abbot of WeSt- 
minfter's. diſpoſal, who being defirous ( as 
| Giltert.. his. predeceſſor. had. done.) to nota 
| Phat: 


: CETIGS | 
what condition the Sacred Body" lay before he 
- would venture to expole it ts the publique; cal- 
led rogether-the Prior, with a ſele& number of _ 
the Monks ; - who conulting thereon, came to 
this refolution: that no one ſhould preſume to be 
Ermar at the ſight thereof, bur thoſe who had 
forchand prepared themſelves by Faſting, Weep- 
ing and Prayer for ſuch an occaſton,and that they 
only ſhould meet in the Church on the Eve be- 
fore the Tranſlation, with Tapers in their hands, 
Alhs on their Bodies, and their feet tobe all Naked 
and bare, and from thence to proceed in- the 
Search according totheir defires,which was done 
accordingly ;-the doors being firſt ſhur, and all 
others excluded from coming into the Church at 
that time,they went by way of Proceſſion,tothe 
Steps of the high Altar, Singing of Pſalms, and 
recitmg theLitanies, with Fra s'made on pur- 


pole for that Aftion. The Abbet, Prior, and two 
of the Brethren, (leaving the reſt at their devori- 
per Stone of the Coffin, they beheld (by the hetp* * 
of their lights )-2 man; lying irrricht pr ric? 
Cloath of Gold; having - on: his feet BasRins of © 
Eu ES. 


on 


ZE S10 "awd | 2 
| Purple; and Shoes. of. great. pr Ice; his, Head: ind 
Face were covered with. a, Rich, cevering, Inter - 
*woven.and wrought” with - Gold, mith' a- Beard 
White and. Long, inclining, to Curl, and falling 
decently on his Breaſt.;. which ſight ſtruck a:pro+ 
found reverence inthe SpeQators, who galled the 
reſt of their Brethren,. whom:.they | had left ar 
- the Altar, to behold-the ſame :. Their curiofity 
ended: not here, bur led them- further, ſo that 
they. began. ( with great Piety and Deyotion ) 
ſometo touch his Head, others his feet;'and fome 
- his Hands, which they found zthout any'\man- 
ner of Corruption or, Putrefaction. And fuch was 
the: firmneſs of this Saints Body, ;that all -parts 
ſeemed{ to. retain: their former: briglitneſs. and 
 perfeFtion ; notwithſtanding the outward parts 
of thoſe VeStments, which lay next the lid. of the 
| Coffin, were 4- little ſullied, and had loſt fome 
of their freſhneſs, by the gontiguity and molde- 
ring of the. cement. and duſt of the Stone which 


fallen. upan. them : all mhich they. gently 


niped away with'.a Linnen, Cloth, xeſolving to 
remove the whale Body from that Sront-repolies ry 
ta anather of Wood, which they had there befare 

LE -* >] Prepared 


- 


s, 


« _ﬀ_— "Ry w 
% ita F- « 3.4 
W.*5 LW; 


T** ' 
4 84 " S ; 48 + Tas $ 
* . # v5 , -_ HY ; 4 
þ y p75 . 
< a + 
M 


+ - "T7 A ; 
- , 6b, % y , 
by : - 4 - F-.- 


# +: 
| prepared for the ſame purpoſe : ſoithat ſome 
aſſiſting at, the Head, others at the Arms and 
| Legs, they lifted it gently from'thence, and laid 
the Sacred Corps firſt on Tapeſtry (ſpread on the 
floor,and then wrapping the fame in divers filken 
+ Cloaths.of great value, they put it intothe Woo” 
 denCheft, with all thoſe things that. were found 
-. in the former, except the Gold Ring, which was 
on.the Kings Finger, which the Abbot out of de: 
votion. retained, and order'd' it t6+be kept in the 
Treaſury: of. the: Abby, 'as a commemoration 
thereof. . The next day, viz. on the third of the 5; Surivs ot | 
Ides of October, being Sunday, ( and the appoins job; FHeetde * 
ted rime forthe more ſolemn tranſlation of this wet. vi, in 
Saints Body ) itt: the ' Morning Early the Holy Vim 
Reliques were. brought into' the Quite of the 
Church, and publickly expoſed forall thoſe who 
out of devotion or-curiofity. ſhould come to ſee 
them... The King bimſelf aſſiſted to ſupport the 
Cofha,at the time of Proceſſion, to-whom were 
joyned Thomas Archbiſhop of. Canterbury, G:/- 
bert Biſhop_of London, Henry Biſhop of Win- . 
chefter, &yc. with many others; The con- 
cure . of all .. ſorts of © people; / as . well 
Z  .. Nobles « 
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'Nobles, as Artificers: and Soldiers, being ſo | 
great, that the like had not been ſeen for ma- | 
_ py years. Aﬀerthe Proceſſion the King with his . | 
own- hands belpt ro depoſite the baly Reliques in | 
a Shrine which he had caus'd anew to be made for 
. Fhem, all glittering with Gold and Silver. This 
day of his-Canonization was ſolemnly kept for 
. ſome Ages after this, by the Religious of thoſe 
times, and is not forgot at preſent by many pi- 
ous and devout Catholiques , who come-arinu- 
ally (onthe x 3th of Offober) as they do on that 
of his depoſitian {( the 5th'of Fanuary) to per- 
torm ſame part of their Devotions here. _ 
"Once mare this Sacred Body 1as removed 
from it's Old Habitation and Repoſe, and that 
was aboutthe Yearof Grace, 1226. When King 
Henry 'the Third pulled down the Old Church 
bujile-by- this Sainr, and *Exected a'mioſt Stately 
Edifice in the room'thereof :' cauſing a peculiar 
Chappel likewiſe to be fot apart, and Dedicated 
te bym'; adorning it with ſeveral Carvings of 
| _- Mafons work, wherein muuch-of his: Scory, Hiſto- 
"at BY & Mixacles, are-euriouſly wrought, 
| - ſome partthexeof remaining (on the Architrave 
| : | ' ON 


bo. FE pack Gde of the Hig h Alear) at his Jay: J 
JF" the midſt ofthis Chap ell there was likewiſe 
prepared a Noble and. Magnificent Shrine, the. 
| upper part couered. with P Slates of fine. Gold, | 
| ſo Artificially workt by the hands of the moſt 
cunning Goldſmiths, and ſet about with Precious 
Stones (all at the Kings coſt) that it- amounted 


to an ineftimable. value: bur the under: pane. 


| Richard. de We. ah: "A Abbot of mm 
 minſter,, wich. a part of thoſe. Scones, and by» 
|. the ſame Workmen.. who compos'd 'the Pave--. 
| ment before the High Altar ;. and which he. 
| ke nv out of Italy in his. way: to' \England, ' 
'he came to the Goyernment of this Abby. = 
. The King likewiſe commanded a Coffin to be mads 7. werer: © 
| all of pure Gold wherein to incloſe anew the Sa- [57 2 t 
| cred Reliques. And on the.day of their depoſi- 
tion, or placing them.-in this rich Feretory, there 
| was 4 Solemn Froceſſ Fon, The King in Perſon be- Noe 
ing there with the Chief of the Biſhops, Abbots, Ang Feeek 
| Priors, and other Religious andClergy who were © 
' then in Town. Moreover, furcher ro: yn the 
| | SO: 


(34). 


.. A&ion,;on:that day, the King made a of 
© oy MagmfuentF caft at hisPalace-at Weſtminjagyys 
where.all comers-and g0ets;as wellRich as Poor 
- wereliberally treated or rewarded;Which Royal; 


j 


+ - Feaftand grand Solemnity was'pe 
Sia. Parks th16 Yeat of our Lord, 1269. 
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.. Frogethis.very'time we have nothing on Res; 
cord, thar takes notice: of any other rp on 
diſpoſall-of chele Holy Reliques : And there fore) 
may conclude, they remained Mafe and -ur Gy 
Rurbed wacill the days of King Henry the:Brgiot v7 
when we find:(in that general Inundation whic « | 
ſwept ; away all t hings S acred:) this - Noble Fere-# 


tory ſtript of all it.s coſtly furniture, andthe Body: | 


of its Golden-Caſe, to be meanly incloſed ina 
courſe Wooden Coffin ; the-ſame I preſureT lately 'Þ 
8 _ — ſaw, andfromwhence I drewthe ſooften-men-- 
{-. -  - .cioned Crucific and Golv-Chaly, 
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